published in the next issue of New Solutions.
Perhaps the most important change is the movement away from centrally planned economies to the market. Marxian economics is viewed by many Eastern Europeans as having failed in terms of living standards, but many also see it as an instrument used by the Soviet Union to dominate and exploit their countries. Economic reform, then, involves not merely a critique of bad planning, but an abandonment of planning as a conception and a headlong rush toward privatization. There seems to be a deep-seated mistrust not only of "socialism" but also of government. From the point of view of an American living in a mixed economy which includes . both market and planned elements and which regards environmental regulation as a legitimate government function, there is a great danger in some of the countries of Eastern Europe that the public health baby will be thrown out with the Stalinist bath water.
Occupational health may be particularly vulnerable in the emerging economic crisis because the rising ideology in Eastern Europe is consumer-oriented and, at its worst, anti-worker. At the conference in Hungary, the "small group" session on worker education had no Eastern European participants because, we were told, worker education under the old regimes meant Communist indoctrination. Similarly, occupational health surveil-lance, which in many ways is more advanced in Eastern Europe than in the United States, may suffer as the market and privacy rights become more important.
On the other hand, environmental health, a greatly underdeveloped field in Eastern Europe, may benefit from the societal reconstruction. Environmental problems are reported universally as quite severe and it would be ridiculously optimistic to believe that privatization of economic activity would remedy those problems. On the contrary, if economic planners can be blind to environmental damage, we in the West know that private managers and corporate executives also can be myopic. Nevertheless, democratization and the new rhetoric of citizen rights may empower communities to struggle against environmental abuse and provide the political clout environmental and public health officials will need to contain the damage that over-enthusiastic entrepreneurs may produce. Political freedom is essential to counteract the worst excesses of economic "freedom" and the market.
All of these changes, of course, have most important implications for the people living under the new regimes, but they also are of great consequence to the rest of the world. If high unemployment and poor working conditions rule in Eastern Europe, the industrialized West will have to deal with the consequences. If severe and worsening environmental pollution accompanies economic change in Eastern Europe, the world as a whole will have to deal with the consequences. We are wedded by international markets and by a shared planet.
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